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Sense of Urgency: The Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning (CASEL) has been researching and supporting social emotional learning (SEL) in 
 education for over 25 years. However, the CASEL framework does not take MLs’ unique contexts into consideration. We developed a framework that is aligned with 
CASEL’s five core social and emotional competencies that highlights how to specifically support MLs with SEL. 

Framework Structure: We first list each of CASEL’s five SEL competencies and its definition. Next, we provide ML Considerations for the competency that identify 
factors that may impact MLs’ access to or participation in this area. We then share four observable educator actions that will provide MLs access to each competency area 
and include a space for educators to note if the action is present or not in their context. We also leave a space for educators to note steps they can take to support the 
action in their own context. Finally, we allow room for educators to add in their own additional actions to foster MLs’ access to each competency. 

Note: While each of CASEL’s SEL competencies has its own definition and related skills, we recognize that our ML Considerations may overlap across competencies. 
In the same way, educator actions in one competency can support or build on actions listed in another competency. 



Essential Actions for Multilingual Learners’ 
Access to Social Emotional Learning

SupportEd.com  | Teich, M., & Staehr Fenner, D. Adapted from CASEL, n.d. © 2023 SupportEd. All rights reserved. 2



Essential Actions for Multilingual Learners’ 
Access to Social Emotional Learning

SupportEd.com  | Teich, M., & Staehr Fenner, D. Adapted from CASEL, n.d. © 2023 SupportEd. All rights reserved. 3



Essential Actions for Multilingual Learners’ 
Access to Social Emotional Learning

SupportEd.com  | Teich, M., & Staehr Fenner, D. Adapted from CASEL, n.d. © 2023 SupportEd. All rights reserved. 4



Essential Actions for Multilingual Learners’ 
Access to Social Emotional Learning

SupportEd.com  | Teich, M., & Staehr Fenner, D. Adapted from CASEL, n.d. © 2023 SupportEd. All rights reserved. 5


